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The Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF)

Independent, lay led organization, founded in 1949

Empowers congregations through visioning and planning, leadership 
development, and raising financial resources for ministry

Through our programs, ECF is helping to build a Church 
characterized by:

● Lay and clergy leaders work together to transform the Church

● Healthy, vital, vibrant Episcopal communities of faith

● Meaningful opportunities for Christian stewardship and effective 
fundraising

● Innovative, mission-based ways to be the Church of the future
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What is the Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF)? What is the Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF)? What is the Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF)? What is the Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF)? 

Overview: 

• Independent and lay-led foundation

• ECF’s mission is to strengthen the leadership and 

financial capabilities of Episcopal congregations, 

dioceses, and other institutions

• ECF carries out this mission through a wide array of 

programs including…

Leadership Resources

• ECF Vital Practices (ecfvp.org)

• Vestry Resource Guide

• Fellowship Partners Program

• Educational Events

• Vital Teams

Financial Resources

• Capital Campaigns

• Planned Giving

• Endowment Management

• Annual Giving/Stewardship

• Strategic Resources
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What is a donorWhat is a donorWhat is a donorWhat is a donor----advised fund?advised fund?advised fund?advised fund?

A donor-advised fund, or DAF, is a philanthropic vehicle established at a 
public charity. It allows donors to establish their own individual fund, make 
charitable contributions to that fund, and receive an immediate tax benefit 
for that contribution.  The donor then recommends grants from the fund to 

qualified charities.
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What is a donorWhat is a donorWhat is a donorWhat is a donor----advised fund?advised fund?advised fund?advised fund?

checking, savings, & investment

A hybrid…

account exclusively for charitable giving

JT1

What is a donorWhat is a donorWhat is a donorWhat is a donor----advised fund?advised fund?advised fund?advised fund?
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JT1 Joe Tackett, 3/31/2017
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Why is it important to know about DAFs?Why is it important to know about DAFs?Why is it important to know about DAFs?Why is it important to know about DAFs?

• Donor-advised funds are now some of the 

largest repositories of charitable dollars in the 

United States.

• Soon donor-advised funds could account for 

10 percent of all individual giving, based on 

figures from "Giving USA" and the National 

Philanthropic Trust

• More and more charities have begun to offer 

their own donor-advised funds, among them 

hospitals, universities, Rotary International 

chapters, small churches, and even United Way 

affiliates.

Change in Giving to Philanthropy 400 by Cause, 2014 to 2015

https://www.philanthropy.com/article/Fidelity-Overtakes-United-Way/238186

What is special about an ECF DAFWhat is special about an ECF DAFWhat is special about an ECF DAFWhat is special about an ECF DAF

• Anyone, even non-Episcopalians, can create one

• Minimum donation of $2500.

• Make as many grants as you want for $100 or more each.

• 24 hours/7 days a week access to dedicated on-line portal

• Numerous investment options available

• Over 5 years, at least 51% of grants made need to go to 
Episcopal churches, dioceses, schools, camps or other 
Episcopal organizations

• You can also make grants to any qualified charity
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ECFECFECFECF----DAF: Online Access 24 hours a dayDAF: Online Access 24 hours a dayDAF: Online Access 24 hours a dayDAF: Online Access 24 hours a day

The Don’t Cheat SheetThe Don’t Cheat SheetThe Don’t Cheat SheetThe Don’t Cheat Sheet

1. Don’t allow or encourage parishioners/members to pay 
pledges with grants from their DAFs

2. Don’t allow DAF grants to be used for the donor’s personal 
benefit (ex-memberships, tickets or other benefits)

3. Don’t accept grants into non-approved legal structures

4. Don’t provide the donor with a tax acknowledgement letter
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Important DAF RestrictionImportant DAF RestrictionImportant DAF RestrictionImportant DAF Restriction

DAFs CANNOT BE USED TO FULFILL PERSONAL PLEDGES 
OR A FINANCIAL OBLIGATION OF THE DONOR!

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-wd/00-0140.pdf
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Examples of RevisedExamples of RevisedExamples of RevisedExamples of Revised
Pledge CardsPledge CardsPledge CardsPledge Cards

The “sticker”

approach

Examples of Revised Pledge CardsExamples of Revised Pledge CardsExamples of Revised Pledge CardsExamples of Revised Pledge Cards

The separate

document

approach
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Examples of RevisedExamples of RevisedExamples of RevisedExamples of Revised
Pledge CardsPledge CardsPledge CardsPledge Cards

The additional

language

approach

The Do Cheat SheetThe Do Cheat SheetThe Do Cheat SheetThe Do Cheat Sheet

1. Do acknowledge that DAFs exist and are becoming an increasingly 
common and important component of philanthropy.

2. Do mention that you accept DAF gifts in your contact points.

3. Do provide a thank you letter to your DAF grantors.

4. Do get to know your DAF grantors.

5. Do let your needs as a parish be known.



5/3/2017

9

The DAF process in The DAF process in The DAF process in The DAF process in 
4 simple steps4 simple steps4 simple steps4 simple steps

Step 1: Grant submission

The donor submits a grant 
request to the sponsoring 
organization.  Organization 
approves or denies.

The DAF process in The DAF process in The DAF process in The DAF process in 
4 simple steps4 simple steps4 simple steps4 simple steps

Step 2: Grant recipient 
receives the funds

The parish receives the 
grant and accompanying 
documentation
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The DAF process in The DAF process in The DAF process in The DAF process in 
4 simple steps4 simple steps4 simple steps4 simple steps

Step 3: Thank the donor

Gift acknowledgement is 
a critical part of ensuring 
repeat gifts.

The DAF process in The DAF process in The DAF process in The DAF process in 
4 simple steps4 simple steps4 simple steps4 simple steps

Step 4: Follow up with 
the donor

Let the donor know the 
ways your parish and 
their gift (if possible) are 
creating a positive impact
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Clyde W. KunzClyde W. KunzClyde W. KunzClyde W. Kunz

Impact on Ministry and Donor NeedsImpact on Ministry and Donor NeedsImpact on Ministry and Donor NeedsImpact on Ministry and Donor Needs

Greg Rousos Greg Rousos Greg Rousos Greg Rousos 

&&&&

Karl MattisonKarl MattisonKarl MattisonKarl Mattison

Cultivating gifts from DAFsCultivating gifts from DAFsCultivating gifts from DAFsCultivating gifts from DAFs

The Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation
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Contact ECF to discuss: Contact ECF to discuss: Contact ECF to discuss: Contact ECF to discuss: 

Call: 800Call: 800Call: 800Call: 800----697697697697----2858 2858 2858 2858 

or Eor Eor Eor E----mail: mail: mail: mail: 
giving@epicopalfoundationgiving@epicopalfoundationgiving@epicopalfoundationgiving@epicopalfoundation
.org.org.org.org

Is an ECF DAF right for your constituents?Is an ECF DAF right for your constituents?Is an ECF DAF right for your constituents?Is an ECF DAF right for your constituents?

Recorded Webinars to Empower your Leaders

• Basics of Planned Giving for Parish Leaders

• Basics of Endowment Management for Parish Leaders 

• Prospective Donors of Planned Gifts

• Basics of a Capital Campaign

• Annual Stewardship

• Vestry Leadership 101

For links to recordings visit: www.ecfvp.org
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Upcoming Free Live Webinars

Check our website, under 
Events,  for more info.

At your service
ECF always available to assist at (800) 697-2858

Jim Murphy, Managing Program Director, Financial Resources 
jmurphy@episcopalfoundation.org

Ken Quigley, Senior Program Director,  Endowment Management Solutions 
ken@episcopalfoundation.org

Susan Erdey, Program Director,  Endowment Management Solutions 
serdey@episcopalfoundation.org

Josh Anderson, Assistant Program Director, Financial Resources
janderson@episcopalfoundation.org

Demi Prentiss,  Financial Resources  Consultant
dprentiss@episcopalfoundation.org

Andrea Zmuda,  Program Associate, Constituent Relations
azmuda@episcopalfoundation.org


