
The Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF)
Independent, lay led organization, founded in 1949

Empowers congregations through visioning and planning, leadership 
development, and raising financial resources for ministry

Through our programs, ECF is helping to build a Church characterized by:

● Lay and clergy leaders work together to transform the Church

● Healthy, vital, vibrant Episcopal communities of faith

● Meaningful opportunities for Christian stewardship and effective fundraising

● Innovative, mission-based ways to be the Church of the future



Types of Gifts

• Ordinary - Annual Stewardship/Annual Giving
̶ Funds contributed toward on-going daily ministry and operation of a 

congregation.

• Extra-Ordinary - Capital Campaign
̶ Special funds raised for a specific need, typically for new or enhanced 

facilities.

• Ultimate - Planned Giving
̶ Gifts to support the future ministry and security of a parish and its mission.



Types of Planned Gifts

• Bequests
̶ By will/trust/account designation
̶ 80% of planned gifts

• Life Income Gifts
̶ Pooled Income Fund (PIF)
̶ Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)
̶ Charitable Remainder Trust (CRUT/CRAT)

• Special Asset Gifts
̶ From retirement accounts (401(k), IRA), life 

insurance, real estate, other appreciated property



Life Income Gifts – the basics

Characteristics of LIG’s:

• Donor makes irrevocable gift
• Donor receives charitable deduction in the year of gift
• Donor receives income for life
• Remainder given to charity

• Pooled Income Fund (Yield only)
• Charitable Gift Annuity (Fixed dollar payment based on age)
• Charitable Remainder Trust (Fixed amount or Variable; more complex) 



Life Income Gifts – the basics
Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) 

• Most popular LIG, nearly 90% of gifts
• Income guaranteed for life by ECF
• Donor can designate other income beneficiaries
• Income based on age of income beneficiaries at time of gift

Higher payout with greater age
• Minimum age:  55
• Minimum gift:  $5000
• Younger donors:  Payments may be deferred! Take tax deduction now!
• 10% of remainder to ECF to support program
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What is the Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF)? 

Overview: 
• Independent and lay-led foundation
• ECF’s mission is to strengthen the leadership and financial capabilities of Episcopal 

congregations, dioceses, and other institutions
• ECF carries out this mission through a wide array of programs including…

Leadership Resources

• ECF Vital Practices (ecfvp.org)
• Vestry Resource Guide
• Finance Resource Guide
• Fellowship Partners Program
• Educational Events

Financial Resources

• ECF360.org
• Planned Giving
• Donor-Advised Fund
• Endowment Management



At your service

ECF always available to assist 
at (800) 697-2858

Jim Murphy, Managing Program Director
jmurphy@ecf.org

Christine Eagan, Program Associate
ceagan@ecf.org


