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The Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF)

Independent, lay led organization, founded in 1949

Empowers congregations through visioning and planning, leadership 
development, and raising financial resources for ministry

Through our programs, ECF is helping to build a Church 
characterized by:

● Lay and clergy leaders work together to transform the Church

● Healthy, vital, vibrant Episcopal communities of faith

● Meaningful opportunities for Christian stewardship and effective 
fundraising

● Innovative, mission-based ways to be the Church of the future



What is the Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF)? 
Overview: 
• Independent and lay-led foundation
• ECF’s mission is to strengthen the leadership and 

financial capabilities of Episcopal congregations, 
dioceses, and other institutions

• ECF carries out this mission through a wide array of 
programs including…

Leadership Resources

• ECF Vital Practices (ecfvp.org)
• Vestry Resource Guide
• Fellowship Partners Program
• Educational Events

Financial Resources

• Strategic Solutions
• Planned Giving
• Endowment Management
• Donor-advised Fund



What is special about Planned Giving?

• Future focus
• Donor passion
• A planned gift raises the institution to the 

level of family in a person’s estate plans
• Sensitivity to individual needs, estate 

planning and end of life issues
• Building trust & sustaining awareness 



Types of Planned Gifts
• Bequests

̶ By will/trust/account designation
̶ 80% of planned gifts

• Life Income Gifts
̶ Pooled Income Fund (PIF)
̶ Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)
̶ Charitable Remainder Trust (CRUT/CRAT)

• Special Asset Gifts
̶ From retirement accounts (401(k), IRA), life 

insurance, real estate, other appreciated property

• Charitable Lead Trusts



How will your parish move forward?

What is your parish’s next step?



Your PG Ministry

“For Keeps”

• Keep people informed

• Keep track and respond to inquiries

• Keep saying “Thank You” !



Resources from ECF
• Endowment & Gift Acceptance Policies

• Investment of Permanent Assets

• Life Income Gift Illustrations

• Direct Leadership Support

• Webinars for Adult Forums

• Booklets/Brochures (steal our text!)

• Funding Future Ministry

• Planned Giving Sponsored Website for 
Donors www.episcopalgifts.org

• Planned Giving on Demand



• Get brochures, booklets and other resources

Use Printed Resources……





• FFM printed copy included with Planned Giving 
on Demand toolkit

• E-book now available separately for $9.95 on 
Amazon.com

• Sample parish materials and various resources 
still available online

Funding Future Ministry



www.episcopalgifts.org



What is Planned Giving on Demand??

• A toolkit that empowers leaders!

• Learn at your own pace

• Everything you need in one place

• Consider joining ECF new national network 
of PG Shepherds



Use the tools, now and in the future

• All resources will be updated and refreshed on an 
on-going basis

• Plan your own education and your other volunteers

• Plan your next steps

• Take your first step…..



Starting PG in your parish
….…yesterday!
• Step by step guide, levels 1-5

• Choose PG Shepherds and educate them!

• Share ‘Basic’ webinars

• View the ‘quick start’ article

• Contact ECF to create/review Endowment 
& Gift Acceptance Policies



Webinars to educate and share



Quick Start Article



Questions?



Who is your PG Shepherd?

• Who is willing to learn more and 
agrees to do something about 
Planned Giving at your congregation?

• Your Shepherd(s) should be dedicated 
to moving your church to have a 
Legacy Society.

• Remember to keep your Rector & 
Vestry up to date!



Forming a PG Committee

• Have made a planned gift

• Be good listeners

• Be good stewards of donor’s 
interests

• Have realistic expectations

Members should: 



Legacy Societies

Why have a legacy society?

• Raise awareness of planned giving 
options

• Opportunity for witness

• Provide a system for acknowledgements

• Stay connected with donors, an 
opportunity for Ministry!



Building PG in your parish
Level 5: Legacy Society Stage

• Expand the number of volunteers and share leadership

• Establish Membership Criteria & consider the “Founding Members” 
– Be as inclusive as possible –

• Plan the next 12 months and an inaugural event
• Create Enrollment & Acknowledgement plan 
• Hold annual “Thank You” event
• Witnessing, in person and on video



Trinity Cathedral, Little Rock AR



Questions?

How will your parish move forward?

What is your parish’s next step?



Recorded Webinars to Empower your Leaders

• Basics of Planned Giving for Parish Leaders

• Basics of Endowment Management for Parish Leaders 

• Prospective Donors of Planned Gifts

• Basics of a Capital Campaign

• Annual Stewardship

• Vestry Leadership 101

For links to recordings visit: www.ecfvp.org



Upcoming Free Live Webinars

Check our website, under 
Events,  for more info.



At your service
Endowment Management, Planned Giving & 

Donor Solutions – 800-697-2858

Jim Murphy, Managing Program Director 
jmurphy@episcopalfoundation.org

Carsten Sierck,  Program Director 
csierck@episcopalfoundation.org

Josh Anderson, Associate Program Director
janderson@episcopalfoundation.org

Ken Quigley, Senior Consultant
ken@episcopalfoundation.org 

Brad Roberts, Assistant Program Director 
broberts@episcopalfoundation.org

Demi Prentiss,  Program Consultant
dprentiss@episcopalfoundation.org

Christine Eagan, Program Associate
ceagan@episcopalfoundation.org


