Bibliography of Resources on Church Size Theory

Beaumont, Susan. “Beyond ‘Corporate’: New Insights on Larger Churches”.
Congregations, Summer 2008, pp. 6 — 11 — a new theory using operating budget rather
than ASA to look at church size transitions in larger congregations.

Gaede, Beth Ann, ed. Size Transitions in Congregations. Herndon, VA, The Alban
Institute, 2001 — a collection of essays on church size and growth by a variety of
authors.

Hadaway, C. Kirk. “Congregational Size and Church Growth in the Episcopal Church.”
The Episcopal Church Center, 2000._ Download from www.episcopalchurch.org (click on
Community tab on home page, then on Research and look for title under “Research
Reports”) — a research study, it divides data into new church size categories.

Mann, Alice. The In-Between Church: Navigating Size Transitions in Congregations.
Herndon, VA, The Alban Institute, 1998 — step-by-step approach to church growth with
an emphasis on the impact the change has on congregations and their systems.

. Raising the Roof: The Pastoral-to-Program Size Transition. Herndon, VA,
The Alban Institute, 2001 — Specifically focused on this particularly difficult size
transition; contains methodology for congregation to decide whether it should grow and
if so, what might be needed.

Martin, Kevin C. The Myth of the 200 Barrier: How to Lead Through Transitional Growth.
Nashville, TN, Abingdon Press, 2005 — an exploration of the cultural differences
between a “small church” and a “large church” with some questions for reflection about
leadership and relationships.

McCollum, Marlis. “Congregation Size: What the Research Tells Us”. Congregations,
Winter 2005, The Alban Institute. Download from www.alban.org (click on Publishing,
then on Congregations and go to the Winter 2005 issue) — a summary of research from
a variety of sources.

Mclintosh, Gary L. One Size Doesn'’t Fit All: Bringing Out the Best in Any Size Church.
Grand Rapids, MI, Fleming H. Revell, 1999 — a different model of church size with clear
descriptions of how size impacts pastoral relations, governance, etc.

. Staff Your Church for Growth: Building Team Ministry in the 21% Century.

Grand Rapids, MlI, Baker Books, 2000 — a detailed explanation of the impact of church
size on staffing and ministry.


http://www.alban.org/

Rothauge, Arlin. Sizing Up a Congregation for New Member Ministry. New York, NY:
The Episcopal Church Center, 1995 — Volume 1 of the Congregational Vitality Series,
this is the classic study on church size; out of print and somewhat outdated, it is easiest
to find through the web-based Congregational Resource Guide
(www.congregationalresources.orq); enter the author's name or book title in the search
engine.



http://www.congregationalresources.org/

